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The Counſell of a Father to 


his Sonne, in ten ſeuerall Precepts. 
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Left as a Legacy at his death. 
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The Induction or Preface, 


© N NC, The vertuous inclination of thy 
matchleſſe Bother, by whoſe tender and godly 
care thy Infancy was gouerned, together with 
thy education vnder ſo godly and zealous aTu- 
toz, puts me rather in aſſurance then hope, that 
thou art notignozant of that ſummary bond, 
which is onely able to make thee happy. aſwell 
in thy life as death. J meane the true knows 
loge of 9> and tedeemer, without 
which all things are vaine and miſerable. So 
that thy youth being guided by ſo al-ſufficient a teacher, J make no doubt 
but he will furnith thy life both with Diuine and mozall documents; yet 
that J map nat caſt of the care beſeeming a parent towards his child, oz 
that thou ſhouldeſt haue cauſe, to derive thy whole feliaty and welfare 
rather from others, then from whom thou teteiuedſt thy birth and being, 
I thinke it fit and agreable to the affection J beare, to giue thee ſuch ad⸗ 
nertiſements and rules foz the ſquaring of thylife, as are gayned rather 
by long experience, then much reading, to the end. that thou entring in- 
to this exoꝛbitant age maiſt be the bettet p2epared to ſhun thoſe caute- 
lous courſes, whereinto this woꝛld, and thy lacke of experience may eaſi- 
ly dzawthee. And becauſe J will not confouud thyinemozy , I haue re- 
duced them into ten pꝛetepts, if thou impꝛint them in thy mind, thou 
ſhalt reape the benefite,and J the contentment. And thefe are ther 
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The firſt Pecepr 


Irſt, when it hall pleaſe God, to bzing thee fo mans eſtate, vſe great 

pꝛouidente and circumſpection in the choice of thy wife; foz from 
thence may ſpꝛing all thy future good oz ill. And it is an action like fo a 
= Stratagem in warre, where man can erte but once, Ak thy eſtate bee 
good, match neere home and at leaſure : if weak, then farre off and quick 
-* 1y, enquire diligently of her diſpofition, and how her parents haue bene 
inclined in their youth. Let her not be pooze, how generous ſoeuer:foz a 
man can buy nothing in the market with gentility. Neither chooſe a baſe 
02 bncomely creature : foz that will bzeed contempt in others, and loa⸗ 
thing in thee. Make not choice of a dwarfe 82 a fosle: (oz from the one 
thou maiſt beget a race of Pigmies, the other may be thy daily diſgrace. 
Foꝛ it will yzke the to heate her talke, and thou ſhalt finde (to thy great 
griefe ) that there is nothing fo fulſome as is a ſhee fools. 

Touching the gouernment of thy bouſe, let thy hoſpytality bee mode 
rate, attoꝛding to the meaſure of thine owne eſtate, rather plentifull then 
ſparing (but not too coſtly) Foz J neuer heard noꝛ yet knew any man 
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acoin pooze by keeping an 02derly Table, But ſome conſume them⸗ 
ſciues with ſecret vices. and their hoſpitality mult beate ths blame. Ba⸗ 
i: \wpniſh dꝛunkards out of thy houſe, which is a vice that impatres 
health, conſumes much, and makes no ſhew, belides J neuer Heard any 
commendations aſcribed to a dzunkard moꝛe then the well bearing of his 
deinkhe which is a commendation fitter foz a bzcwers hazic 02 a dzays 
man then fo2cither a Gentleman oz Seruingman. 

Beware that thou ſpend not aboue thzec of the foure parks of thy Res 
ucnewes, ne2 aboue one third part thereof in thy houſe fo? the other two 
parts will but defcay thy extraozdinaries, which will aluates ſurm2aut 
thy ozvinaries by much, fo2 otherwiſe thon ſhalt ling lite a rich beggar in 
a continuall want, and the nee dy man can neuer liue happily 802 conten⸗ 
tcd,fo2 then eucry leaſt diſaſter makes him ready to mozgage 02 ſell And 
that Gentleman that then ſels an aker of land, looſeth an ounce os cre- 
dit, foz Geatility is nothing but auncient riches, ſo that ii che foundati⸗ 
ons do linke, the buildings muſt needs conſequently faile. 


The ſecond Precept. 


Ring thy children vp in obedience and learning pet without auſteri- 

ty, pꝛaiſe them openly, repzehend them ſecretly , giue them good 
countenance, and conuenient maintenance accoꝛding to thy ability, fo2 
otherwiſe thy life will ſceme then bondage, & then what poztion tho ſhalt 
leaue them they may thanke death and not thee foz it Parry thy daugh⸗ 
ters betimes leaſt they marry themſelnes. @uffer not thy ſonnes to paſſe 
the Alpes, foz they ſhall learne nothing but p2ide , blaſphemy, and 
Atheiſme. And ik by chance they attains to any b2oken languages, they 
will pzofite them no moꝛe, then to haue one meate ſerncd in diuers diſhes, 
Neither by my aduiſe ſhalt thou traine them vp to warres,fo2 he that ſets 
bp his reſt to liue by that pzofsſſiony can hardly be an honeſt man. o2 a 
good Chꝛiſtian. foz euery warre is ot᷑ it ſelfe vniuſt, the god cauſe may 
make it iuſt, beſides it is aſcience no longer in tequeſt then vſe, ſoʒ ſouldi- 
ers in peace, are like to chimnies in ſommer, ; 


The third Precept. 


Jue not in the tountry withont cozne and cattell about thee ſc 2 hee 

that muſt pꝛeſent his hand to his purſe,fozenery expente of houtho'd, 
map be likened to him that keepes water in a ſlue, And fo2 thy pꝛouiſi⸗ 
on, lay foz te buy it at the beſthand, foz there may bee a peny ſaued be⸗ 
tweene buying at thy neede, oz when the market, 02 the ſeaſons do ſetue 
fittcft fo21t. 

Be not willingly attended o: ſerued by kinſmen oꝛ friends, 02 meu in. 
treated to ſtay, fo2 they will erxped much. and do little, neither by ſuch as 
are amorous, fo2 their heads are commonly intoricated, keepe rather two 
too few then one too many, feede them well and pay them with the molt. 
Oo maiſt thou demand ſernice at their hands, and boldly require it. 


The fourth Precept. 


Et thy kindꝛed and allies be welcome fo thy Table, grace them with 
thy countenance, aud euer further them in all their honeſt acttons fo: 
by that meanes thou ſhalt double the bond ok nature. ſo as thou ſhalt find 
them ſa many aduocates to plead an Apology fo2 thee behind thy backe 
But ſhake of thoſe glowozmes, I meane paraſites and ſycophants, who 
will feed and faune on thee in the lommer of thy pꝛoſperitp, but in any 


aduerſe ſtoʒme. they will ſhelter ther no moꝛe, then an Arbour in Mintet. 


The fift Precept. 


BE luxe thou alwaies keepe ſoms great man to thy friend, but trouble 
him not foz trifles, complement him often. pꝛeſent him with many, 
yet ſmall gifts and of little charge, Andi? thou halt cauſe to beſtow any 
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great gratuity, then let it be ſome ſuch . as may bee daily in ſighe, foz 
otherwiſe thou ſhalt liue like a hop without a pole, liue in obſcurity, and 
be made a tooteball foz euerꝝ inſulting companion to ſpurne at. 
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The ſixt Precept. 


Adertake no ſuite againſt a pooze man without receiuing of great 
wzong,fo2 thetein making him thy competitet, beſides that it is held 
a baſe conqueſt tg triumph where therc is ſinall reſiſtance, neither vnder⸗ 
take law againſt any man, befoꝛe thou be fully teſolued that thou haſt the 
right on thy ſide, and then ſpare not fo2 money noꝛ paines, foz a cauſe 03 


two beeing well followed and obtained, may after fre thee from ſuits a 
great part of thy life, 
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The ſeuenth Precept. 


— of ſuertichip fo2 thy belt friend, foꝛ he p payeth an other mans 
devts, ſerkes his owne decay, but if theu canſt not otherwiſe chaoſe 
rather then to lend that money from thy ſelfe vpon good bonds, (though 
= _ it ) So maift thou pleaſure thy friend andhappely ſecure 
thy {elfe. | 

Jn bozrowing of mony bee enermoze pꝛetious of thy woꝛd foz he that 


cares to keepe day of payment, is Lozd commander many times of ano- 
ther mans goods. 


The eighth Precept. 
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Dwards thy ſaperiours be humble pet generous, nals 

122 towards inferiours ſhew ——— and 

ſome familiarity,as to bow thy body, ſtretch fozth thy hand, vncouer thy 

head, and ſuch like popular complements. The firſt pꝛepares a way to 

aduantement, the ſecond makes ther knowne foz a wan well bed, the 

third gainss a good re poꝛt. which once gained may eaſily be kept, ſoꝛ high 

humilities take ſuch roote in the mindes of the multitude, as they are 

ealiliet wonn by vnp2ofitable curteſies,then by churliſh benefits, pet doe 8 


J aduiſe thee not to affect noz to neglec popularity. 


The ninth Precept. / 
_— no man with thy credff o; eſtate, fo? it is a mere folly fo2 a 

man to enthzall himſelfe to his friend further then if inſt cauſe be of- 
fered, he ſhouldnot dare to become otherwiſe thy enemie 
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The tenth Precept. 


BE not ſcurtilous in conuerſation noz ſtoicall in thy ieſfs, the one 
makes thee vnwelcome to all companies, the other puls on quarrels, 
and makes thee hated of thy beſt friend, Jeſts when they doe ſauour too 
much of truth. leaue a bitterneſſe in Þ minds of thoſe Þ are touched. And 
although I haue already pointed al theſe incluſtue pet I think it neceſſary 
to leaue it thee as ataution, becauſe J haue ſcene ſo many p2one to quip 
and gy2d,as they had rather leoſe their friend, then their teſts. And if by 
chance their bopling bꝛaine peld a quaint ſcoffe, they will trauell to be de⸗ 


liueved of it as a woman withchild, thoſe nimble appzebenſions. are but 
the froth of wit. 
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